I JAN, '30 )	THE SESSION CONCLUDED
bad expressed dissatisfaction over the solution of commual questions proposed in the
the Nehru Report, this Congress assures the Sikhs, the Muslims and other minorities,
that no solution thereof in any future constitution will be acceptable to the Congress
that does not give full satisfaction to the parties concerned."
"autonomy" for  sub-committees
Pandit Jawaharlal announced that he had received an application from 115
delegates wishing that the two resolutions of the Working Committee rejected by
the Subjects Committee be taken up in the Congress. These proposed the grant
of autonomy to the Khaddar and other sub-committees and the reduction of the
number of delegates to the Congress to one thousand. Although Gandhiji was the
original author of both the resolutions, he advised them not to press them at this
stage and they had decided accordingly not to press their application. The Presi-
dent expressed his gratefulness to them all (applause).
The President announced that Mr. Nariman who had been refused participation
in voting at the Congress yesterday, had produced his papers, which showed that
no blame attached to him although his election from the Burma Committee was
irregular. As a matter of fact, Mr. Nariman could have participated because he
had credentials from the American Branch to represent it at the Congress.
11. Election of Off ice-Bearers
The Congress elected Dr. Syed Mahmood (Bihar), and Mr. Sri Prakash. (Benares)
as secretaries, and re-appointed Seth Jainnalal Bajaj and Mr. Shivaprasad Gupta
as treasurers. It was resolved that the next session of the Congress would be
held in Karachi.
messages from indians in america
Mr. Sri Prakash then announced the receipt of messages from the Hindustan
Nationalist Society of San Francisco, approving of the declaration of independence
and from the California Hindustan Association welcoming the independence resolution
and pledging support.
president's concluding remarks
Pandit Jawaharlal, in his concluding address, reviewed the work of the session.
He spoke in Hindi. In fact in this session the audience was most chary about
allowing any one to speak in any other language except Hindi. The cry for Hindi
had been so persistent that most of the speakers had to yield to it, even
if they could not do full justice to their subject. The President said :
"The declaration of independence as your creed has already resounded all over
the world wherever Indians are living. Their head has risen, and they are fiill of
hope, but remember to-day you have merely set your foot on the right path. Hfee
way to be traversed is full of difficulties, but it is a great thing that you have adopted
the right course. This Congress has attracted attention all over the country. Some
have liked and some disliked our decision. Some threaten to defy us. That would
be a matter of pain, but the fact remains that the Congress has now taken a step
which will enable you to differentiate between those who stand for mere reform
and the present order, and those who stand for a radical change in our previous
creed, a creed which enabled all sorts of men to remain in our ranks, and pull us Iii
all directions, thereby delaying our onward progress. I am not worried by the
statements that the Congress will, as a result of secession, lose the strength. If tfeere
is one lesson the world's history teaches us,, it is that strength does not come of a
sheeplike flock, but through a band of disciplined, organized men, pledged to
actfom/*
Finally, Pandit Jawaharlal thanked th^ Reception Committee authorities for
their excellent arrangements and paid a high compliment to the lady volunteers
for their admirable work and courage, and also to the men-volunteers for their help.
He particularly liked the work of lady volunteers as the country's greatness or misery
depended on the strength or weakness of its women. He ended with the cry of
"Bandemataram" which was repeated by the audience, the pandal resounding with
it for two minutes.
The Congre** then <fi*per*ed

